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How Much Teachers Know 
About Current 


ANONYMOUS 


This aritcle was not written find fault with teachers. The author recog- 
nizes that many teachers are extremely well-informed. However, particularly 
view the approaching national elections, the findings describe chal- 


lenging educational problem. Believing that the intelligent reading news- 
papers and listening the radio important objective language arts 


instruction, are glad present this significant study for consideration 
our 


Over and over again hear that the hope America lies 
her system public education. But how can teachers unfamiliar 
with the events the day break down the provincialism decried 
Leland Stowe his book While Time Remains? Others who have 
observed the behavior our soldiers and our tourists abroad cor- 
roborate Mr. Stowe’s statements. have not taught our youth 
have world outlook, even national outlook. More than decade 
ago Douglas Waples made startling report the National Survey 
the Education Teachers. found his survey the reading 
interests teachers that they were insufficiently concerned with 
socially important topics. reported: 


The social attitudes teachers service, reflected their reading 
interests, were similar those the population large. They could 
accordingly criticized provincial, conventional, sensational. 
compared with those typical American group such college-trained 
salesmen, the topics most interesting teachers were several instances 
removed from the problems most pressing concern the average 
citizen. Hence, whatever action can taken put students who are 
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preparing teachers the way exciting reading such problems 
should far toward removing some the reading deficiencies which 
characterize many public-school teachers.’ 


Through administering the 1938 Every-Pupil Test 
Understanding Contemporary Affairs 406 students teachers 
colleges and 114 teachers service 1938, Emily 
found that 37.4 percent the prospective teachers and 34.2 percent 
group teachers, whose median number years experience 
was ten, fell below the median established the same test high 
school seniors. 

Wondering whether the generation which speaks freely global 
geography and one world being prepared for the responsibilities 
citizenship one world, the writer prepared May, 1948 brief, 
informal test current affairs. With the cooperation professional 
workers responses were secured from 336 teachers and prospective 
teachers enrolled during the period from May July 28, 1948 
six widely separated institutions for preparing teachers. 


Because understandings large issues which are themselves 
somewhat difficult analyze often cluster about names persons 
and places, the students were asked identify several names which 
were prominent newspapers and newscasts May. Since 
impossible read the newspapers without understanding many 
combinations letters, several letter combinations were also included 
the test. The accompanying table shows the percentage which 
failed respond all and the percentage which responded incorrect- 
the request identify with recent happening the name 
the person place given and name the organization movement 
activity designated the combination letters. 


examining the table should remembered that only fail- 
ures respond all and responses which are clearly incorrect are 
accounted for the table. Fragmentary partially correct answers 


Waples, “Reading Interests Teachers,” National Survey the 
Teachers, Bulletin 1933, No. 10, Vol. 284 

Baker, “Those Who Watch Our Ramparts,” Educational Admini- 
stration and Supervision, 25:513-514, October, 1939. 
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are not accounted for. For example, the response, Jan Masaryk— 
accepted true, although Masaryk was not 
identified with current happenings. such inadequate responses 
were included the table, the record would appear much 
more discouraging than the table indicates. 


The situation revealed careful examination the table 
takes added meaning one considers samples the responses 
submitted for example, Only six percent the students recognized 
Edward Condon, atomic scientist whose activities were under 
investigation. Seventy-eight percent made attempt identify him. 
Ten percent confused him with other issues happenings. some 
the Convention.” graduate student who has taught ten 
years wrote, “communist for contempt.” 


seems incredible that while Americans are fearing the de- 
structive use atomic energy have never feared anything else 
our history, only six percent the 336 teachers and prospective 
teachers associated David Lilienthal with the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission and with the struggle extend his term office. Forty-five 
percent those tested made effort identify him. Samples the 
responses made some read follows: 


Responses made teachers with ten more years experience: 
“There was political scandal connected with him recently.” 
“Was tried Supreme Court for some misrepresentation con- 
funds—Declared innocent, believe.” 

Supreme Court Justice.” 


Responses made graduate students: 
Treasury.” 
“Recently appointed TVA.” 
“Head Marshall Plan—former Pres. Studebaker Motor 
Corp.” 
France.” 
“Cabinet Member.” 


= 
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PERCENTAGE 336 STUDENTS WHO FAILED 
NUMBER WHICH RESPONDED INCORRECTLY 
THE NAMES AND LETTER COMBINATIONS NAMED 


students were enrolled classes Education the time 


from May 26, 1948. The others took during the period 


July 
Freshmen Sophomores Juniors 


tested only July 15-28, 1948 


‘ 

A 


ALL AND PERCENTAGE THE SAME 
THE REQUEST IDENTIFY WITH CURRENT ISSUES 


MED THE TABLE 


was administered. One hundred five the students took the test 


fron July July 28. 


~ 


Srs. 


Graduates 


Teachers 


yr. more 


Men 


? 


Women 


9 


failing respond 


responding incorrectly 


407 


TOTAL 
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Responses made seniors college: 
Ambassador Eng.” 
“Supreme Court Justice.” 

“In State Department.” 
“Heads Department Education.” 
“Lobbying the interest strikers.” 


Only nine percent the 231 students who were enrolled 
summer school classes five different institutions July identi- 
fied Eduard Benes the former president Czechoslovakia who 
had resigned his post following the Communist coup. Samples the 
responses made some the students follow: 


Responses made teachers with ten more years expertence: 
“Prime minister France.” 
France.” 
“Head National Party France.” 
“One the South American 
“Prime minister from Belgium.” 
Jugoslavia recently killed Communists.” 
“Was the last English viceroy Power India.” 


Responses made graduate students: 
Mexico.” 
“Prime minister from Belgium.” 
France.” 


The lack acquaintanceship with one America’s outstanding 
labor leaders indirectly corroborates Waples’ conclusion quoted ear- 
topics most interesting teachers were several in- 
stances removed from the problems most pressing concern the 
average citizen.” year when every political party 
trying win favor with labor, fewer than one-third these teachers 
and prospective teachers recognized Walter Reuther the president 
the and only one-third recognized the letters 
standing for the name the union which leads. Such the re- 
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cord despite the wide-spread publicity given his attempted 
nation only short time before the test was given. Samples the 
responses received appear follows: 


Responses made teachers with ten more years teaching ex- 
perience: 
“Head the Communist Party the Welcomed 
debate.” 


“Investigation 
“Chrysler Head Executive.” 


Responses made seniors college: 


“Dean Foreign News Correspondents.” 


“Supreme Court Justice.” 


Although the names which were prominent the recent political 
conventions were identified correctly relatively high percentage 
the students, find any teacher prospective teacher failing 
identify Dewey, Stassen, Taft, Vandenburg, Wallace, Warren cor- 
rectly leads one wonder whether teachers should allowed 

vote November. Samples the responses made are given below. 


Responses made during the period May 26, 1948: 
Thomas Dewey— 
and educator Philosophy Education.” 


“Democrat from New York.” 

Arthur Vandenburg— 

from Mississippi.” 

Head House Ways and Means Committee.” 
“Democrat running for president primaries.” 


Henry Wallace— 
“Republican striving for presidential nomination.” 


= 
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“Sec. War.” 
“The President the miners union.” 
“Candidate for Pres. the Communist Ticket.’ 
S.” 
“Candidate for Pres. Socialist 
Earl Warren— 
“Presidential nominee from California Democratic 
“Recently received jail sentence.” 
“Gov. Ohio.” 
Y.” 


Responses made during the pertod July 28, 1948 
Thomas Dewey— 
candidate for 
the Democratic Ticket for President. 
Harold Stassen— 
candidate for the Democrats for presidency 
from 
agriculture.” 


Robert 
“On Democratic 
Calif. Aspirant for the Republican nomination.” 
“Democratic Senator for President 


Arthur Vandenburg 

“Governor 

from Mississippi.” 

the present time. Former Supreme Court 

“Candidate for vice Pres. Rep. convention 

Speaker 

Senator from Indiana. 

run with Dewey Democratic ucket 

“Senator from Michigan. Ran for nomination Pres. 
Democratic Party.” 
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Henry 
‘Republican candidate for pres. 1948.” 
‘Candidate for the Communist Party for President the S.” 
Agric.” 
“At the White House.” 
candidate for Presidency.” 
“Running Republican candidacy for 
“Nominee Democratic convention for president.” 
‘Candidate for president Republican ticket.” 


Warren— 
from Florida.” 
“Running mate for Truman for Vice President.” 
“Ambassador England.” 
‘News 
“Cabinet member.” 
sec.” 
Gov. Illinois. Political prospect.” 
nominee from California.” 


Places are recognized more easily than persons. Beirut 
country Europe.” is, also, city India, Iran, 
Turkey, France and the Far East. Only eight the 336 per- 
sons who took the test associated the city with the holding Ameri- 
can citizens the Arab forces. 


where Arabs are Only eight the 336 students who took 
the test identified the city Colombia which uprising 
the people interrupted conference attended our own Secretary 
State. 


Much confusion prevails the reading the letter combina- 
uons used commonly the papers: 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


“Associated Federal Labor.” 
“American Foreign Legion.” 
“Absent free 
“Associated Farm Labor.” 


“United Coal Industries Organization.” 
“Labor union headed Henry Wallace.” 
“Commercial International Order.” 
“United Mine Workers.” 
“Collective Industrial Organization.” 
senior with fifteen years teaching experience wrote, 
“Civil Industrial Organization headed John Lewis.” 


P.’s are the “Democratic Party.” “Direct Primary.” 
“Doctor Philosophy.” 


The the “university Association Women.” 
“University American Women.” 
“Union American Women.” 
American Workers.” 
“United Air Ways.” 
“United Army 


Many associate the letters with the United Na- 
tions, but fewer than half the students gave the full meaning 
the letters. significant that the minds many the letters sug- 
gest organization designed effect security. They call the 
“United Nations Emergency Security Council Organization.” 


“United Nations European Security Council Office.” 
“United Nations Economic and Security Committee.” 
“United Nations Economic Social Organization.” 


When constructing the test the writer hesitated include letter 
combination which might give rise many unpleasant thoughts 
the minds our young people, but the letters stand for 
Universal Military Training the minds slightly more than one- 

third the students. some the letters mean: 
“United States Military Troops.” 
“United Motors Transportation Organization.” 
“United Mountain Time.” 
“United Monetary Treasury.” 
“United Munitions Trust.” 


“United Mine 


And the letters “refer the temperance 


Although the majority those tested recognize the 
the Tennessee Valley Authority the meaning attached the letters 
some interesting. many the letters stand for 

via 


“Transit via Air.” 


Spelling Words the News 


The reader may conclude that the elementary school rendering 
good service the fundamentals education and, therefore, the 

teachers should excused for not being well informed area 


subject matter whose content often difficult analyze and com- 

prehend. Not so, however. One wonders how children can helped 
reading, spelling, speaking teachers who spell and speak 
the following illustrations misspellings teachers and prospec- 
tive teachers indicate: 
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abandant demecratic nomonie 
accomadate demmocratic nomonee 

deplace persons 

athoritity Dewy Palastine 

athority dignataries Palenstine 

attority embassador partioning Palestine 
Britians eminant phycist 

burried fillabustering presidencial 
cabinent foreign leagion presidental 
comitted forgen countries presumedly 
candadate four-stair general primarys 

canditate govenor principle city 
canidate governer rivary for rivalry 
cheiften govoner ruller Transjordan 
chieftan Iresal runing 

choosen Iserael revoult 

civill Jeresleum scientes Senet for Senate 
Columbia for Colombia Jersulem Senitor 

columinist Jewrusalem simpethizer 
comitted locale for local solidier 

comittee looser for loser speaches 
commentor for suside 

comontator Tenesee 

comunist Tennesee 
comparible minster upprising 

defeted negociate vally 


Should Teachers Better Informed? 

One might ask whether really essential that teachers ac- 
quainted with contemporary affairs. long teachers have the bal- 
lot and long they continue serve the guides young chil- 
dren the answer must emphatic yes. That many the people 
who took the test under consideration are unprepared vote 
November obvious. That many these people possess too little 
acquaintance with world affairs enable them educate others 
for world citizenship also obvious. Unless have teachers who 
hold world point view, cannot hope break the bonds 
provincialism described Douglas Waples, Leland Stowe, and Har- 
old Hand. owe the world whose affairs dominate 
large extent 1948 acquaint ourselves with its peoples. seem 
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not realize that the success democracy depends upon the ability 
all its people act terms sound judgment. While cannot 
proved that the possession information would insure intelligent 
behavior, can agree with Thomas Jefferson who said, “If nation 
expects ignorant and free state civilization, expects 
what never has and never will be.” cannot afford remain 
percent internationally illiterate. Moreover, cannot afford 
let the number our people who cannot read write increase. 
nation which fails provide educational opportunities for millions 
its people cannot rest secure. Recent figures show that about 10, 
000,000 our people are functionally illiterate. But, not only 
these should concerned about. are preserve 
our democracy, must meet the needs the uninformed who are 
attending our colleges and teaching our children. must ask why 
are nation international illiterates world grown small 
afford room for the luxury isolationism. must seek 
ways breaking the fetters ignorance. 


Our chief hope lies America’s children. They are interested 
the world their time. keep their interest alive, must 
provide them with teachers whose texts are the important problems 
the neighborhood, the town, the world the children under- 
stand them. Many children cannot discuss current issues their 
homes. They need the security which found the compan- 
ionship understanding, informed grownups. Children need, also, 
the security which comes through participating activities cur- 
rent significance. secure teachers who can provide this security for 
children, must select those who would become candidates for 
teaching. view the present shortage teachers, the idea re- 
jecting any one who expresses wish become teacher seems 
unthinkable many administrators who face the problem staffing 
their schools. But would far better have those who cannot 
meet high standards continue emergency certificates than fail 
recognize the fact that the work teaching has become increas- 
ingly difficult and complex with the advancement science and the 
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development large centers population. Because the greater 
responsibility placed upon the teacher the present, greater care 
should exercised selecting those who should allowed 
pursue the teacher education programs. The psychological benefit 
derived from making difficult enter the teaching profession 
has never been sought any large scale America. 


Need for Teacher Education 

Selecting candidates for teaching not enough, however. 
must build with prospective teachers program which necessitates 
their drawing upon the subject matter all significant areas 
means solving problems the present. educate for world 
citizenship, teachers must exercise before their students and with their 
students the prerogatives citizens. This teachers cannot unless 
their administrators—individually them 
when they recognize their duty their country and their world 


higher duty than their duty approved textbooks and syllabi and 
daily schedules. 


who work with college students must act the principle 
that takes time get good education. Attending classes and pass- 
ing examinations not enough. One student spoke for many when 
wrote his paper, work hrs. week job and between that 
and school work hands are are permitting many 
students carry loads heavy that impossible for them find 
time for free reading, for reasoned discussions with their fellows, for 
field work, for wholesome recreation. They accumulate college 
credits but they not get college education. can sympathize 
with veterans who are struggling make for the lost years, but 
are permitting many nonveterans only average ability carry un- 
reasonably heavy programs. Few the students whose records are 
examined this report are veterans. 


Disheartening, indeed, the record the experienced teachers 
whose responses the test are included this report. Probably some 
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them never should have received certificates teach. Doubtless, 
however, many these teachers are capable men and women whose 
thinking has been circumscribed the meager programs the 
schools and colleges they attended. Doubtless, others left the teachers 
college imbued with high professional ideals, but when they met 
frustrating restrictions the public school, they lapsed into the 
security the textbook prescribed course study. highly 
probable that many the teachers who responded the test, the 
results which form the basis this report, received from their 
school work last summer ideas for improving their teaching this 
fall. is, also, highly probable that many these teachers are meet- 
ing discouragement this fall they try vitalize their teaching. 
Some are discouraged large classes and lack equipment. But 
many are discouraged administrative requirements which violate 
the basic tenets the philosophy education designed prepare 
our young people live effectively and happily the world their 
day. they were permitted so, many teachers would teach 
terms this philosophy and the doing free themselves from the 
shackles provincialism and bigotry. 


are educate for citizenship, both our pre-service and our 
in-service programs teacher education must evaluated terms 
the social philosophy which should direct our course. must 
select for study problems whose content has significance. must 
accept the principle that real knowledge and real understandings 
are developed only engage real enterprises that have worth 
and meaning the learner. Through delving into such problems 
boys and girls, college students, and teachers will play the role 
citizens. Through assuming the responsibilities citizens, the ideals 
citizenship will developed and refined. The pattern citizen- 
ship will built the individuals they meet and solve significant 
problems. Because the responsibilities citizens will vary with the 
circumstances the times, the need for keeping abreast the times 
will characterize the pattern citizenship. 


Reading Poetry Children 


LELAND 


Marguerite Wilkinson makes provocative assertion for teachers 
think about when she writes that “All good poetry written 
read aloud. Nobody has ever read poem until has read with 
his own voice for the pleasure his own put this line 
thought into action would mean that all poetry read the school 
would begin with some kind oral presentation; that every child 
would, necessarily, read all poetry aloud, himself. Probably the 
majority teachers will see some very real obstacles the practical 
execution such idea. But undoubtedly these same teachers will 
agree that the values accruing from much oral reading poetry 
school are real and purposeful, that the results this type group 
listening can very gratifying. 


principle, the teacher may readily accept the idea that one 
the most valuable routes into interpretation oral reading; that 
children can thus guided appreciate the poet’s wonderful sense 
melody and harmony; that, the enjoyment poetry, there 
need for sensitive ear and alert, active intelligence. But this, ob- 
viously, places much, although not all, the responsibility for oral 
reading with the teacher. What can the teacher improve his 
oral reading—to make effective, delightful, intellectual—emo- 
tional experience for children? 

The answer this question might for elaborate detail, begin- 
ning with the physiological make-up one’s speaking apparatus, 
and carrying through multiplicity psychological, aesthetic, 
and pedagogical by-ways which, enchanting and inviting within 
themselves, must largely ignored here. Rather let look, simply 
and for immediate usefulness, some few guideposts that might 
well help the teacher his oral reading poetry 
Professor Education, Ohio State University 
Wilkinson, New Voices, 
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Getting the Whole Poem 

shall need start with the creation itself—the poem. From 
the oral reading which the teacher does, the child listeners must 
able get the “unified melody, ideas, pattern, mood— 
since the chief purposes oralization, beyond sheer enjoyment, are 
increased clarification the poet’s thinking and the communication 
his moods and ideas others. Within this unified whole, which 
the poem, the teacher must recognize the thought content and the 
emotional intent. The pattern the poem, within which the reader 
must work, will found depend, for its total effectiveness, upon 
some appropriate combination these two appeals. Thus the reader 
artistically works give the listeners the words and phrases, their 
moods, connotations, and emotional freighting the light his com- 
prehension and appreciation the patterning the creative com- 
position whole. The reading must help the listener think, sense, 
and feel with the writer,—a neat balance, were, psychological 
content and emotional intent. 


The Preparation 
How does the teacher get ready for his achievement such ef- 
The thought the poem prime import. Seely 
and Hackett state this well when they write that worth-while 
poem, however musical may sound when read aloud, depends 
solely even chiefly, upon that sound for its appeal. The poet, his 
very choice verbal means communication, commits himself 


the expression ideas....... We, interpreters, like the poets 
themselves, must ever bear that fact mind would 


seems clear that the thoughts, thesis, idea, his viewpoint and 
feelings relation the idea, his choice words and phrases 
the expression the idea must all, inter-related, effectively carried 
over the listener. The appreciative understanding the 
thought the the first great aid effective oral in- 
terpretation. 


‘Howard Francis Seely and William Arthur Hackett, Experiences Speaking, 
pp. 330-31. 
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Achieving Sympathetic Response 

But poetry not academic, not basically informational. poem 
reader and listener share, emotionally, what has been intimate 
life experience. poetry “the language expresses the intrinsic quality 
the The feeling tone the poem such signifi- 
cance that strive get the thought content exclusive the emo- 
tional intent lose the essential beauty that poetry. second 
phase oral interpretation, then, found this realm 
capability vibrant, responsive sympathy. this point Marguerite 
Wilkinson* expresses this conviction: 

the capacity for sharing other moods, their love, 
joy, irony, rancor, sorrow and enthusiasm, their acrid dislikes and their 
reasons for laughter, their pleasure color, texture, form, scent and 
movement, none can get much from Poetry simply 
the sharing life patterns rhythmical is, like music, 
like painting, natural, joyous art communication, concerned with 


feelings that all share and appealing sympathies engendered and 
fostered the imagination. 


May Hill Arbuthnot extends this thought: 


When, way poem, are carried out ourselves, even mo- 
mentarily, come back our own concerns happier, warmer, perhaps 
even bit wiser. enjoy fine poetry, that moment identifica- 
with the thought, our personalities are expanded, our spirits 


Thus the reader must bring his oral interpretation the full 
aesthetic appeal the reflection feeling and the revelation 
mood which the particular poem possesses. Mood and feeling will 
not ensnared, however, some artificial, elecutionary devices. 
Rather, the mood and feeling poem simply caught the 
thoughtfulness sympathetic interpretation that conveys the lis- 
tener worth-while emotional experience. teachers, will have 
done much make our oral reading effective “feeling and under- 
Max Eastman, The Enjoyment Poetry, 20. 

*May Hill Arbuthnot, Children and Books, 159. 
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standing are coincidentally “feelingly understand 
and understandingly 


Taking Clues from the Poem 

Yet another consideration faces the teacher—one that centers 
the actual oral reading. Oral reading poetry must recognized 
vocal interpretation under the leadership the poet’s central 
thought and total meaning and the emotional stimulation his de- 
velopment that thought and meaning pattern. The teacher takes 
his clues from this patterning: its symmetry, its variety, its images, 
its symbols, its rhythms, its rhymes. From these the teacher gets his 
leads for timing; from these gets his guides for rate and variation 
rate, reflected pauses absences pauses. 


The point can briefly The dashing, romantic spirit 
“The Highwayman,” its pattering, calls 
for very different reading timing.and rate than does King’s 
Breakfast” Milne. read, terms rate and timing, 
casually, laughingly, lightly, “The King’s Break- 
martially mysteriously would kill the essential essence 
the poetic experience for the listener. neglect the change 
rate and timing within lines also tends rob poetry its inherent 
potentialities for the listener, may seen with this stanza from 
Robert Frost: 

gives his harness bells shake 

ask there some mistake. 

The only other the sweep 

easy wind and downy flake. 

Similarly, dialect poetry, one attempts keep faithfully the 
symmetry the poem pattern timing the reading, nearly 
possible, the speech habits the people who would normally use 
the dialect. 


Timing, Rate, and Pause 


their oral reading, teachers should also recognize the eloquence 
Francis Seely, Enjoying Poetry School, 44. 
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pauses potery. For pauses can expressive words them- 
selves. Poems are written thought phrases, groupings inter- 
mingled ideas, moods, feelings. Movement from one thought phrase 
another becomes dependent, for the listener, upon the 
pauses effecting harmonious thought transitions. 


read poems well children, the teacher will give thoughtful 
attention effective timing, rate, and pause that thought 
and emotion may enriched such aspects oralization. 


Pitch, Force, and Volume 

Though the teacher does all these things may yet miss the 
mark giving the listener completely satisfying experience. The 
qualities and uses the human voice may make the difference. 
Pitch, force, and volume work hand hand with rate and timing 
effective oral reading. “rules” may finally set down here 
training the human voice for reading poetry, since all human voices 
differ depth, range, and other such qualities. Each person must 
determine what effects can and cannot achieve with the vocal ap- 
paratus that distinctively his. But can know and utilize some 
simple suggestions concerning the use that voice making his 
oral reading effective for his listeners. can recall that pitch 
valuable carrying over the sense from the end one line into the 
next, conveying fine shades meaning. can recall that dif- 
ferences volume are inherent the thought phrases, that 
volume will naturally vary within the pattern any given poem. 
will observe that words phrases will carry different emotional 
freightings different poems, and therefore will merit different 
tonal qualities exhibiting the beauty and power the poetry being 
presented. will recognize that words and thought phrases will 
become onomatopetic some specific poem pattern when and 
themselves they not ordinarily exhibit such qualities. will 
notice and reflect the natural key words key phrases for stress 
within the reaches the poem pattern the poet has conceived it. 
When the teacher himself hears these qualities within the organic 


| 
j 


READING POETRY CHILDREN 423 


rhythm the poem, brings his oral interpretation cadence 
and variety emotional effects which, spite voice limitations, 
give the listeners enjoyment through sort simultaneous poet- 
reader-listener emotional stirring that can not otherwise achieved. 


Interrelations Factors 

One not conclude that the writer believes that these various 
aspects oral interpretation each occurs isolation. Such idea 
would indeed the height the ridiculous. Oral reading doesn’t 
develop that way. Seeing, thinking, doing will all take place together. 
The thought, the emotion, the verbal expression the 
thought-emotion, with changes rate and tonal quality, with pauses 
and variations pitch and volume and stress will interrelated, 
contiguous, configured, and synthesized that the listener not con- 
scious the parts but hears sympathetically, with enjoyment, the 
integrated, comprehensive whole, without which oralization fails 
effective communication. 


conclusion one needs also re-emphasize the plea for whole- 
some naturalness oral interpretation. The reader who elecution- 
ary, declamatory other styles reading worries 
music, the magic, the sensuous beauty out the fails 
comprehend both the personalities his child listeners and the innate 
harmonies the poetry which would present. The dramatic 
quality thoughtful, cadenced, natural interpretation the goal 
sought, the type oral presentation that dispels classroom at- 
mosphere and touches, through the art, the ears, the minds, 
the spirits boys and girls. Perhaps the degree that the teacher, 
through his oral reading, kindles strengthens for boys and girls 
enjoyment and appreciation poetry too becomes creator, 
artist. 


Chubb, The Teaching English, 350. 
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Stories and Poems for Young Children 


CLARA 


Broadly speaking, literature plays three-fold role the educa- 
tive process. First, helps the child reach understanding the 
that make for democratic living. Second, aids the child 
understanding his own needs and problems. Third, helps the 
child comprehend the cultural pattern into which must fit. 
the case children entering school for the first time, however, the 
immediate contribution literature takes more simplified form. 
Suitable stories and poems should, first all, provide happy exper- 
ience. Next they should develop interest literature and lay the 
foundation for discriminating reading habits. Finally, they should 
arouse interest learning about people, places, and things. 


Children early display liking for the simple stories and poems 
that are told read them home school. These modest 
beginnings undoubtedly have much with the shaping reading 
habits and literary tastes manifested later life. 


While the value simple literature the primary grades in- 
disputable, there are nevertheless certain problems which the teacher 
must recognize and solve time” time real en- 
joyment and profit for both teacher and pupils. The first these 
problems what select from the great mass writings for juve- 
niles which appear each year. The success the story period depends 
large measure the ability discriminate and choose 
stories and poems and evaluate them. Each teacher soon comes 
know that there are certain stories which seem meant for her tell. 
Her way living, her ability appreciate, her cultural experiences 

her close particular writers and their works, and this turn 
makes her especially adept interpreting such writers for her pupils. 
The teacher, course, should recognize the literary merit given 
story poem, well sense that its author has sympathetic un- 


‘Assistant professor Elementary Education the University Nebraska. 
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derstanding children. she fails this, the story and the story 
hour may become meaningless dull. this story telling reading 
progresses, the children should naturally acquire some taste good 
judgment the choice books. 


many homes story-telling time the happiest time the day 
for both mother and child—a relaxed time when they come together 
intimately share the old and new tales and jingles which are often 
literally “out this world.” Something like this can achieved 
our schools—a story time that highlights the entire day. 


Certain routine details and conditions help children reach 
greater enjoyment stories and poems. The boys and girls should 
grouped about the teacher comfortable chairs, far enough 
part ease, yet near enough for every child see the illustra- 
tions the book. And these illustrations should all means 
shown them, for the work the best artists often appears books 
for children. Even the cover pages books are frequently worthy 
attention, although children are inclined overlook them. ex- 
cellent example artistic cover page appears Alvin 
Snow, Bright Snow, illustrated Roger Dubouin III (Loth- 
rop, Lee, Shephard), the Caldecott medal book for 1948. 


heard well and yet able modulate her voice the 
reading requires, the teacher should not have more than twenty-five 
listeners. Each story-telling period should special occasion, even 
kind “surprise party” now and then. must kept mind, 
however, that all children will not have the same reaction the 
stories poems. This expected, since literature highly 
personal experience and moves two persons exactly identical 
ways. sense, children never weary their favorite stories; they 
like “repeat performances.” The reason for this, may be, that 
they “get” only part story poem each time they hear it. They 
also enjoy meeting familiar characters familiar situations. 


The literary interest school child least two grade-levels 
above his ability read. With this mind and since young children 


(Continued Page 457) 
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The Problem 


While realize that impossible measure the “feelings” 
children have about certain poems, decided carry little sur- 
vey the different schools determine children’s choices poetry. 
realize that children are changeable little beings and that their 
“feelings” are easily changed motivation. realize, also, that the 
backgrounds children vary such degree that children cannot 
matched any way readiness for enjoyment poetry. How- 
ever, the results the survey will show that children, regardless 
background, express their “feelings” about certain poems. 


The History the Experiment 


order get true picture children’s interests poetry, 
the experiment centers were carefully chosen with several criteria 
mind. Among these criteria were geographical distribution, 
the willingness the teachers help with the experiment keep- 
ing simple notes children’s choices poems, and the types 
children include white, colored, superior, normal, slow, under- 
privileged, foreign born, privileged, and the like. 


Seven schools were used the experiment. These schools were 
scattered geographically throughout the city. 


The pupils the various schools ranged chronological age 
from five years, six months, nine years, one month. The children 
were all the first grade school. Their Q.’s ranged from 
180. 


McCauley teacher first grade the Baueroft School, Minneap- 
olis, Minn. This the second two articles interests poetry. 
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The Choice Materials 


The choice poems used the experiment was made after 
perusing courses study, the many delightful poem books the 
market today, the poems found first readers and primers, magazine 
articles like those found English, and some books like 
Children’s Interests 


These poems were grouped under the following headings, 
poems promote further study, Mother Goose, the nature 
world, highly imaginative, and everyday. 


Ten poems were selected for grouping under each these five 
headings. Although there could easily overlapping poem into 
two groupings (for example, Shadow,” Robert Louis Steven- 
son could easily grouped into “everyday” promote further 
study” the experimenters kept the poems their original groupings 
all times. 


The opinions the experimenters varied the grade place- 
ment certain poems. For example, “The Moon Cooky” Vachel 
Lindsay seemed more appreciated some teachers second 
grade poem, while others considered first grade poem. 
course, this lovely poem could well used both grades. 


The judgment teachers teaching situations and the tastes 
children they were observed their teachers while looking 
poetry books helped the experimenters compile the poems their 
respective groupings. 


The Method 
conventional method was used helping the children 
know and enjoy these poems. Many the poems were old favorites 
theirs when the teacher read recited certain poem, tiny 
voices piped right along help the teacher. Many the poems were 
new certain children. 


Huber, Herbert Bruner, and Charles Curry. Rand McNally, 
1927. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
” 
) 4 
q 
3 
: 
re § 
j 
§ 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


The teachers each the seven schools worked one group- 
ing time. Three poems were studied, later three more, later the 
other four. There was time limit the experiment, although 
week’s time one grouping seemed ample. 


The teacher asked informally about “your first choice,” 
and “third,” She also asked occasionally, “Why you like that 
poem?” 


Later on, there was choosing day for poems. was that time 
that the teacher summed the children’s choices and recorded her 
findings without the children knowing what was happening except 
that they were enjoying poetry. 


own school, besides the first method, typed the ten poems 
each group and pasted each poem with little illustration 
piece oak tag. Then, one one, placed the poems the library 
table. Never more than five poems were displayed one time, 
didn’t wish confuse the children. The poems were kept their 
own groupings, that is, the Mother Goose poems were placed the 
table one week, the Nature poems later on. 


Then recorded from time time which cards were chosen more 
times for individual reading. Naturally, the poems with heavy vo- 
cabulary load were not chosen often unless the child knew most 
the poem heart. However, overheard, has the ‘Goldfish’ 
poem? want that one.” like Mother Goose best.” you can 
read the can.” 


These findings were recorded and, when checked with the chil- 
dren’s choices class discussions, they seemed indicate that, 


most cases, the children chose their favorite poems for independent 
reading. 


five the survey centers, the choices were charted but once 
for each group. two schools the choices were charted two times; 
the second time was few months later and was incomplete one 
the two schools. This was done see the choices changed. 


Experimental Charts 

The charts indicate the ranking poems first, 
choices second, third, fourth, and on. Chart shows the choices 
for the poems promote further study schools and includes also 
the child comment these particular poems. The poems themselves 
follow the chart for the sake clarity. like manner Chart shows 
these data for the Mother Goose” grouping and the chart followed 
the poems that group. Chart III gives the data for the poems 
the nature world and followed the text the poems which 
reference made. Chart IV, and Chart present data for the high- 
imaginative and the everyday groupings, respectively, and these 
are each followed the text the poems the respective groups. 


(The Five Charts follow end this article 


Interpretations the Charts 


analyzing the numbers indicating the ranking choices one 
may readily see that certain poems were favorites every geographi- 
cal area. For example: 


“Circus” Marchette Chute 
“My Shadow” Stevenson 


“General Store” Rachel Field 
“The Swing” Stevenson 
“Very Lovely” Rose Fyleman 


“Little Peep” (Mother Goose 
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The analysis shows that some poems were not popular. This 
might due wrong grade placement, the presentation, 
unfamiliar vocabulary, the time presentation. For example: 

Dorothy Aldis 

“The Man the Mother Goose 

“The and the Edward Lear 
Dog” Marchette Chute 

“Up the Air” James Tippett 

most significant analysis the charts shows that children’s 
interests changed after few months. This fact indicates that 
impossibility measure accurately scientifically children’s 
feelings interests poetry because their tastes change often 
our tastes desserts change. course, delight “diving” into 
any delicious dessert but our desires change certain seasons and 
settings. Thus with children’s interests poetry. For example: 

Bancroft School Monroe School 


Survey Survey 
First Second First Second 


Results the Experiment 

There seemed best way teach poem. The method 
arose out the situation, the surroundings, and the experiences 
the children, also the materials hand. 


CHILDREN’S INTERESTS POETRY 


The oftener the child heard poem, the better liked it, 
with few exceptions. 


Children’s choice were not static. Their favorites seemed 
always favorites, but the position their choices 
changed often. 

The interest poetry was affected the following: 

teacher enthusiasm, 

parental guidance, 

library, 

child-made materials, 

commendation upon good effort with original poems, 


assembly programs whereby poems were shared with 
others, 


the classroom library, and 
the public library, 


Interest seasonal poems, like those about snow, sprinkling, 
flowers, was greater when that certain season occurred. 


Poetry had definite grade (or grades) placement. Some 
poems lacked interest because they were not fully understood. 


Mother Goose was favorite every season the first grade. 


poetry was studied, the children’s vocabularies grew in- 
creasingly expressive. 


Power independent reading was greatly increased through 
the teaching poetry. 


10. child could recite poem from memory, usually said 
that was favorite. 


11. Parental cooperation showed strongly that the children wanted 
poem books when they visited book departments stores. received 
five telephone calls and six letters asking the names poem books 
purchase places during the school year. 


Poem 


Frozen Milk 
Bottles 


General Store 


Trains 
Farmers 


Bed 
Summer 


Shadow 


The Tired 
Caterpillar 


Names 


10. Circus 


> 
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THE CHOICE 


Numbers Indicate Ranking Choice First 


Chart 
Author 


Olive Miller 


Rachel Field 
James Tippett 
Marchett Chute 


Robert Stevenson 


Robert Stevenson 


James Tippett 
Author Unknown 


Dorothy Aldis 


Marchette Chute 


SUMMARY 


General Store 


Shadow 


Trains 
Farmers 


PARTICIPATING 


irst 


ING 


ils 
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PROMOTE FURTHER STUDY 


Survey; Underlined Numbers for Second Survey. 


Choice 
Frozen Milk 
Caterpillar 
Bed Summer 
10. Names 


Child Comments 


cut the top off once. 

Ours looks that way 

sometimes. 

That’s what want. 

I’m going that. 

know what’s the 

boxcars; daddy 

told me. 

play out late 

summer. 

played Shadow 

Tag. 

can make pictures 

with hands. 

went the airport 

Sunday. 

Bombers. 

found cocoon once. 

know what spun 

cacoon. 

have marigolds. 

like the circus. 

saw the circus last 

year. 

just love the circus. 
SUMMARY 


Bottles 


Rejected 


bed daytime? 


Too many names. 


Totals 


a 
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Numbers Indicate Ranking Choice 


Poem 


Mary’s Lamb 


The Cat and the Fiddle 


Little Jack Horner 


The Man the Moon 


Goosey, Goosey, Gander 
Market 


Little Bo-Peep 


The Crooked Sixpence 


The Little Bird 


Choi c 
Lamb 
Peep 
Jack Horner 
The Cat and Fiddle 


The Sixpence 


PARTICIPATING 


SUMIARY 
Totals 
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There’s book the table 


Mother read that me. 


learned that kinder- 


Child Comments 


Rejected 


It’s baby stuff. 


That’s kindergarten. 


put his thumb 
the pie. shouldn’t 


of. 


too much. 


otals 


First Underlined Numbers for Second Survey. 
have book about it. 
like it. 
bring record it. 

garten. 

know song about it. 
SUMIARY 
Choice 
The Little Bird 
Goosey Gander 
Market 
The Man the Moon 


ELEMENTARY ENGLISH 


Chart 


Poem Author 


The Moon 


Cooky 


Wise Johnny 


Mrs. Peck 


Pigeon 


Down Down 


The Turtle 


Vachel Lindsay 


Edwina Fallis 


Eleanor Farjeon 


The Gold Fish Dorothy 


Eleanor Farjeon 


Vachel Lindsay 


Mice Rose Fyleman 
Dandelions Marietta Brewster 
Rain Robert Stevenson 
Ice Dorothy Aldis 
SUMMARY 
Chotce 
The Turtle 
Mrs. Peck Pigeon 
Rain .... 
Dandelions 


PARTICIPATING 
Totals 


THE CHOICE CHART 


Numbers Indicate Ranking Choice 


7 
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IART THE NATURE WORLD 


Underlined Numbers for Second Survey. 


Child Comments Rejected 

I’ve seen the moon like 
that. 
like the north wind. 

—Johnny Jump-up. like but like 
catch lady-bugs. the rest them 

like, bob— Johnny really 
step, flower? 


like, swims and 
bumps his nose.” 


Because snaps 
much. 
seen lot mice. 
They all got away 
from the whale. 
me. 
It’s like do. 
SUMMARY 
Totals 
Goldfish 
Ice 
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Nursery 


Fairy Aeor- 


Very Lovely 
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Chart IV. 


Poem Author 
Marchette Chute 
Wynken, Eugene Field 


Blynken and 

Nod 

Milne 
Chairs 


Anne Payne 
planes 


Windy Wash Dorothy Aldis 
Day 
Radiator Dorothy Aldis 
Lions 

The Owl and Edward Lear 


the Pussycat 


Rose Fyleman 


(Rain) 


The Bouncing 


Ball 


SUMMARY 


Choice 
Very Lovely 
Blynken, etc. 
Little Elf 
14. Bouncing Ball 


Sara Ruth Watson 


The Little Elf John Kendrick Bangs 


THE CHOICE CHART 
Numbers Indicate Ranking Choice First 


PARTICIPATING 
10— 
7—10 
Tot 


SCI 
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HIGHLY IMAGINATIVE 

Survey; Underlined Numbers for Second Survey. 

SCHOOLS Child Comments Rejected 
You couldn’t get into 


flower pot; but 
would nice. 


me. 

once. 


have butterflies 
our back yeard. 

help mother with 
the wash. 


book. 
Mother read that. 


laughter. 
Read again. 


you could hardly see 
him. 
good! 
Boy, wish could! 
SUMMARY 
Choice Totals 
Windy Wash Day 


9. 


10. 


Poem 


Animal 


Crackers 


Dog 


Vespers 


The Swing 


Merry 


Round 


Sprinkling 


Fun the 


Garret 


Birthdays 


Good Morn- 
ing 


C/ OICE 
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The Swing 
Animal Crackers 
Birthdays 

Fun the Garret 
Vespers 


Chart THE CHOICE CHART 
Numbers Indicate Ranking Choice 
Author PARTICIPATING 
SUMMARY 
Totals 


— 
5 
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EVERYDAY 
Survey; Underlined Numbers for Second Survey. 
SCHOOLS Child Comments Rejected 
prayers. 
say prayers. 
It’s back. 
round. 
like it. 
sprinkle feet, too. 
That’s funny. 
had cake, too. 
our apartment. 
SUMMARY 
Choice Totals 
Good Morning 


22 


DEBORAH CANNON 


Poetry not luxury, spite the attempts many aesthetes 
make so. Too long has been regarded many, who have 
never really come feel and know its message, the sole possession 
“cultured” aristocracy. But its expression countless unuttered 
desires and dreams link inevitably with the people. Perhaps 
single influence has been powerful re-awakening this natural 
bond the radio. has become story-teller and troubadour the 
nation. Transcending distance, regional cultures and dialects, the 
warm voice the reader has become intermingled with the spirit 
the hearth million homes. The old fascination—the ever new 
fascination—of the music the words grows. 


Newspapers and magazines seem also have augmented, upon 
popular demand, the poet’s corner series columns many 
instances full page. Opportunities for the amateur share with 
genial public his first efforts, seem have encouraged both the ef- 
forts the writer and the interest the public. References the 
annual anthologies magazine verse reveals, according the com- 
pilers, that the quality poetry appearing the standard magazines 
today reflect remarkable maturity and sensitivity the current 
stream life. also interesting observe that larger number 
magazines are including the contributions poets regular 
part their monthly editions. Illustrations could cited from every 
angle which indicate that America poetry-conscious. 


History and Development Verse-S peaking 
Recent revivals verse-speaking groups have received wide- 
spread interest and attention. Although choric speech—the group 
oral interpretation verse, has been regarded recent innovation, 
dates back written literature some five hundred years before 


Professor Education, Tuskegee Institute. 
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Christ, when early Greek drama odes were recited chorus 
chanted with rhythmic body movements. And the studies the 
function storytelling and mythology contemporary primitive 
life are reliable indexes earlier cultural patterns, probable that 
even prehistoric times the entire group entered into the group ex- 
perience, and with interjection and refrains spurred the chief story 
teller. Thus choric speech had its origin the matrix folk culture. 


The British Verse Speaking Choir movement took its rise 
Scotland about 1922 when the first “Verse Speaking Choir” was 
formed Miss Marjorie Gullan Glasgow. This its turn was the 
outcome some solo verse speaking done her students and others 
the Glasgow and Edinburgh Festivals during the period 1919- 
1922. 


When Dr. Masefield heard these speakers poetry, suggested 
that they work group together. wrote some choruses from the 
Trojan Women, which were presented the Glasgow Verse Speak- 
ing Choir. 1925 The London Verse Speaking Choir was organized 
Miss Gullan. Teachers formed the nucleus the group. Soon 
after, Spoken Poetry the School, Marjorie Gullan, was pub- 
lished the Methuen Company, London. 


England two festivals dedicated verse-speaking, are held an- 
nually. One the Oxford Festival (originally the Oxford Recita- 
which was established 1922 outgrowth the Glas- 


gow Festival. The other the London Speech Festival, begun 
1927. 


For many years, the orator and the elocutionist were the chief 
proponents oral interpretation poetry. Every oration presented 
the former opportunity and temptation carry the audience 
the closing moments into premeditated and studied realms poetic 
ecstasy. Interest speech choirs has grown rapidly the United 
States. The interpretation stressed the elocutionist put emphasis 
upon the individual performer thing apart from the spirit the 
poetry. Attention was called the formal external aspects oral 
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interpretation. Sincerity and spontaneity were sacrificed the rigid 
traditions the art reading public speaking. 


Because most the literature the field has been written from 
the viewpoint the teacher English the specialist speech, the 
teacher the elementary school has not dared this new 
Hence, choric speaking the elementary school affords practically 
uncharted realm. 


Values Derived From Participation 

real shift the general conception the functions verse- 
speaking can only come about when larger numbers people have 
opportunity speak it, get the its rhythms, and find 
meaning its content. Participation verse speaking choir 
niquely affords such opportunity. This collective experience the 
group provides the stimulus for individual insight and appreciation. 
The support which the group affords and the product its activity 
frequently reveals the individual member, for the first time, the 
vital power the spoken work. 


There are many other values derived from Speech Choir partici- 

pation. Eight such values are listed: 

All persons, regardless age group, have equal oppor- 
tunity for creative expression the Speech Choir. na- 
ture democratic avenue expression. Anyone who can talk 
possible candidate for the group. line with this prin- 
ciple, Marjorie Gullan her Choral Speaking states: 

good thing for our too individualized century men 
and women come together artistic experience. They will find 
deep satisfaction adding their contribution the whole, and 


making their individual contribution good that this whole may 
made artistically worthwhile 


Students may find self-expression through choric speech 
end itself, interesting and vital hobby, wholesome 
form recreation. 


Ww 


the self submerged the group, many children lose 
some their self-consciousness. 
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Students find membership the Verse Speaking group 
incentive for the study and enjoyment poetry and litera- 
ture, well stimulus for creative activity. 


rom 

the The social attitudes developed through participation (cooper- 

ativeness, group rapport, sense group solidarity, sense 

achievement, the ability give and take criticism, sense 
humor, etc.) are individually and socially valuable. 

The participants develop valuable literary skills, understand- 
ings and appreciations. 
nave 
find There are certain inspirational values Speech Choir partici- 
pation: the awakening literary and emotional sensitivity, 
the aesthetic maturation and refinement and the widening the 
student’s literary 
The informal and democratic organization the Speech 
Choir provides natural basis for rapport between the mem- 

bers the group and the teachers; basis upon which ef- 
fective program individual counseling developed. 

appears, summary, that, the advent the radio poetry hour; 
por- the increasing attention given poetry newspapers and maga- 
zines; the varied reading interests along this line that the new leisure 
talk has afforded; the gradual decline the old elocution and the rise 
interest more spontaneous natural the present search 

for diversified avenues artistic and cultural activities for groups; 
well the renewed realization the essential charm and vitality 
ind the spoken word, all point the continuning growth chorai 
speech, the promising art child tomorrow. 
ome 
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PARTIAL PROGRAM THE 
THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL TEACHERS ENGLISH 
Hotel Stevens, Chicago 
November 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 1948 


* 
CONVENTION THEME: ENGLISH FOR MATURITY 


TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 
MEETING THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 9:30 M.-10:00 


MEETING THE COMMISSION THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM, 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 

All members the Council are invited attend the board meetings) 
CONTINUOUS EXHIBIT MATERIALS AND AIDS FOR TEACHING 

GENERAL SESSION, 8:00-10:00 
Presiding, Lucia Mirrieless, University Montana, Second Vice President 

the Council 
Equilibrium with Variations—Marion Sheridan, New Haven High School, 
First Vice-President the Council 
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Literature and Emotional Maturity—George Robert Carlsen, University 
Colorado, Chairman the Committee Teacher Education 
Address: English for Maturity—Thomas Clark Pollock, New York 
University 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 
GENERAL SESSION, 9:30-11:15 


Presiding, Thomas Clark Pollock, New York University, President the 
Council 


Report Progress the Commission the English Curriculum 


Moderator, Dora Smith, University Minnesota, Director the Com- 
mission 


Reports: 


Angela Broening, Baltimore Public Schools, Associate Director the 
Commission 


Porter Perrin, University Washington, Associate Director the 
Commission 


ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, 11:30 M.-12:30 
LUNCHEON SESSIONS, 12:45-2:30 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN: LUNCHEON FOR LIBRARIANS AND TEACHERS 
ELEMENTARY AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON CONFERENCES 2:45-4:15 
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL SESSIONS 


English for Individual and Social Adjustment 


Presiding, Marion Sheridan, New Haven High School, First Vice-President 
the Council 


Reading—Helene Hartley, Syracuse University (20 min.) 
Listening—Clyde Dow, Michigan State College (20 min.) 


Speaking—Rupert Cortright, Wayne University, President, Speech As- 
sociation America (20 min.) 
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Discussion min. each): Karl Robinson, Northwestern University; Milton 
Zisowitz, Forest Hills High School, New York, New York, President, 
New York City Association Teachers English; Sarah Roody, Nyack 
High School, Nyack, New York 


Questions and Comments from the Floor (25 min.) 


English Help Clear Thinking 
Presiding, Mark Neville, John Burroughs School, St. Louis 
Through Critical Anderson, University Chicago 
Through Activities Speech and Writing— 
Through Analysis Clichés and Abstractions—Lou LaBrant, New York 
University 
Discussion min. each): Paul Farmer, Henry Grady High School, 
Olive Young, School Department, Minneapolis; and others. 


Highlights Teaching Fundamentals 
Presiding, John DeBoer, University Illinois, Editor, Elementary English 
The Growing Sentences—J. Hook, University Illinois (10 min.) 
Building Sentence Patterns Teer, Labaratory School, 
Louisiana State University (10 min.) 


Aid Logical Expression—Naomi Chase, Seattle, Washing- 
ton (10 min.) 


Recognizing Steretypes Substitutes for Thought—S. Hayakawa, Chicago, 
Editor, Review General Semantics (10 min.) 
INTERGROUP EDUCATION PRESENTED THREE LEVELS 
Topic: Literature for Human Understanding 
Organized Hilda Taba, University Chicago, Director Intergroup Educa- 
tion Workshop; and Leo Shapiro, Anti-defamation League, New York 


Growing Up: Problems between Generations; Group Differences 
Friendship Patterns High School) 
Presiding, Nellie Appy Murphy, Pennsylvania State College 
Speaker, Leo Shapiro, Anti-defamation League (20 min.) 
Summary Leo Shapiro (10 min.) 
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Learning Meet Differences Family Life and 

Community Patterns (Elementary 
Speaker: Margaret Heaton, San Francisco Public Schools (20 
Summary Margaret Heaton (10 min.) 


ELEMENTARY AND PRIMARY SECTIONS 
Language Arts: Growth through Activities 

Presiding, Hannah Lindahl, Mishawaka, Indiana 

Do; Let’s Tell—Mary Belle Wright, Twelfth District School, Cincinnati 
(20 min.) 

Opening the Doors Bookland—Mabel Smith, Metairie Park Country Day 
School New Orleans (20 min.) 

The Child Has Word for Broening, Baltimore Public Schools, 
Associate Director the Commission the English Curriculum (20 
min. 

Discussion min. each): Blanche Trezevant, State Department Educa- 
tion, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Ruth Marie Thomas, Wilberforce Univer- 
sity; Mary Reed, Indiana State Teachers College 

Questions and Comments from the Floor (35 min.) 


Language Arts: The Basis Learning Readiness 

Presiding, Bernice Leary, Curriculum Bureau, Public Schools, Madison 

Some Things Learn from Listening Children—Marie Hughes, Los 
Angeles County Schools (20 min.) 

Preschool Social Growth through Language—Ida Jones Curry, Hampton In- 
stitute (20 min.) 

What Children Learn from Creative Dramatics—Carrie Rasmussen, Public 
Schools, Madison (20 min.) 

Discussion min. each): Helen Mackintosh, Office Education, Wash- 
ington, C.; Althea Beery, Cincinnati; Florence Hutchens, Lawrence 
Park Elementary School, Cleveland 


Questions and Comments from the Floor (35 min.) 
IV. GENERAL EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 
Expersences with Audio-visual Materials English Classes 


Program Arrangement Committee: Max Herzberg, Weequahic High 
School, Newark, New Jersey, Chairman; Leon Hood, Clifford 
High School, East Orange, New Jersey, 
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Radio; Hardy Finch, Greenwich High School, Connecticut, Photoplays; 
Nathan Miller, Little River Junior High School, Miami, Florida, 
visual 


Presiding, Leon Hood, Clifford Scott High School, East Orange 


Audio-Visual Methods the Communication Skills—Louis Forsdale, Teach- 
ers College Columbia University (15 min.) 


Radio and Everyday Work Communication—Helen Rachford, Los Angeles 
County Schools (15 min.) 


Integration Radio, Transcriptions, and Letter-writing—George Jennings, 
Radio Council, Board Education, Chicago (15 min.) 


Recording and Playback Machines: Their Function the English Classroom 
—Julius Bernstein, Newark, New Jersey (15 min.) 


Questions and Comments from the Floor and Summary Chairman (35 
min. 


Learning Activities Geared for Adults 
Presiding, Lennox Grey, Teachers College, Columbia Univeristy 


Adapting Language Arts Workers’ Needs—Elizabeth Irwin, Extension Ser- 
vice, University Michigan (20 min.) 


Ends and Means Composition for Adults—Leroy Buckingham, Cooper 
Union Lit- 


Literature for the Community College— 


ANNUAL DINNER, 6:30-9:30 


Teaching the Poetic Process—Karl Shapiro, John Hopkins University, author 
V-Letter; Person, Place and Things; and Essay Rime 


Some American Ballads—Alan Lomax, Ballad Editor, Decca Records, co-au- 
thor American Ballads and Folk Songs, Negro Folk Songs Sung 
Ledd Belly, Our Singing Country, The One Hundred and One Best Ameri- 
can Ballads 


Good Tidings Great Joy—James Michener, author Tales the South 
Pacific (1948 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction) 


NATIONAL COUNCIL TEACHERS ENGLISH 451 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 
BREAKFAST FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVES, 8:00 


SECTION MEETINGS, 9:30-11:30 
ELEMENTARY SECTION 
Presiding, Ruth Strickland, Indiana University. 
Opening the Doors the World through Children’s Books 
Mrs. Ruth Tooze, Michigan City, Indiana 
How Large Child’s Vocabulary? 
Robert Seashore, Northwestern University 
Implications for Elementary Education 
Dean Conrad Seegers, Temple University 
Martha Seeling, Wheelock College 
Lillian Paukner, Curriculum Director, Milwaukee Public Schools 
Elizabeth Guilfoile, 12th District School, Cincinnati 


Il. ELEMENTARY SECTION (PROGRAM 
(Upper Tower) 


(Program planned co-operatively the NCTE and the National Conference 


Presiding, Harold Anderson, University Chicago, Vice-President Na- 
tional Conference Research English 
“Research Growth toward Maturity the Language Arts” 
Reading—William Gray, University Chicago (30 min.) 
Oral and Written Expression—Dora Smith, University Minnesota, 


Director, NCTE Commission the Eng- 
lish Curriculum 


Literature—Helen Mackintosh, Elementary Education Division, 
Office Education min.) 


Discussion from the floor (20 min.) 
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Edited LILLIAN 


Radio and Television 

Presentation radio awards 
the National Council Teachers 
English those radio programs 
which have done most promote 
the understanding and appreciation 
the four phases the language arts 
writing, speaking, and lis- 
tening—will made during the For- 
ty-eighth Annual Meeting the Ste- 
vens hotel, Chicago, during the 
Thanksgiving weekend (November 
25-27, 1948). One citation will 
read over the air the evening No- 
vember Leon Hood, Chair- 


man the Radio Committee. 


The Public Affairs and Education 
Department the National Broad- 
casting Company, its “Selective 
Guide NBC Programs for Sep- 
recommends the following 
programs for children’s listening: 
Archie Andrews—A typical Ameri- 
can boy, his family and friends, in- 
volved the trials and tribulations 
the teenager. 


Meet the Co.) Rol- 
licking comedy involving the amus- 
ing Meek family. 

Quiz Kids—(Miles Laboratories). 
Joe Kelly presents his board amaz- 
ing young experts. 
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Story Shop—These are stories es- 
pecially selected for children and told 
with soloist and organ 
music. 


Story Order—Every week, Lydia, 
“the story cook,” concocts tale from 
any three words sent listeners. 


The Adventures Frank Merriwell 
—Hero today and yesterday 
series dramatic episodes, stressing 
the value courage, honesty, and 
teamplay. 

These programs are carried 
many NBC stations. Due the com- 
plexities network programming 
and the division the country into 
four time zones, the entire network 
program schedule not always avail- 
able every NBC affiliate. Also each 
station broadcasts locally variety 
interesting programs which origi- 
nates. For the complete listening, con- 
sult your local NBC station your 
newspaper. 

The second rebirth Ameri- 
Town Meeting 
now famous debate March 
Wrong with the Comics?” 
teacher the Chicago Public 


Schools, and member the 
Committee Radio. 


ry 
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Abner and critic John Mason Brown 
engaged verbal battle—takes the 
form exhibition from the Na- 
tional Society Cartoonist which 
numbers most the leading comic 
and political artists the country. 

This show, comprised the 100 
best original drawings the past 
year, chosen the artists them- 
selves, submitted visual re- 
buttal the charge made Ameri- 
Town Meeting that cartoons are 
major contributors making the 
brain “the most unused muscle the 
United States.” Appropriately, these 
wide tour the current hanging 
the galleries Town Hall New 
York. 

Television utilizing interest 
programs with literary appeal. Dr. 
Robert Hutchins, chancellor 
the University Chicago and chair- 
man the Great Books Foundation 
will act reader and interpreter 
when Books” televised over 
Station Fridays 8:30 
9:00 p.m., CDT. Discussion ses- 
sions, such they actually occur 
Great Book groups thoughout the 
nation, will brought into the 
homes the WENR-TV audience. 
The books discussed the pro- 
gram will those which deal “most 
incisively, most eloquently, most uni- 
versally and most timelessly with man 
and his world.” each telecast, 


panel six persons will participate 
the discussions. These panels will 
consist men and women engaged 
variety occupations, from 
bankers bakers and from editors 
housewives. 

second program, “Stump the 
Authors,” which permits televiewers 
hear the plots complete original 
stories the making, will telecast 
regularly over Station WENR-TV 
Mondays 8:00 8:30 Each 
member the panel authors will 
given “creative assignments” 
the editor—m.c. These assignments 
will pertain the type story re- 
quested, such comedy, romance, 
tragedy. The editor also will 
announce the length time which 
each author allotted for relating 
his story. Thirty seconds will per- 
mitted each author pre-narrative 
“thinking interval.” 

Ideas and themes which the au- 
thors use must built around items 
suggested the television audience. 
These items may any nature— 
animal, vegetable, mineral, atomic 
—and may range from baby shoes 
coffin nails. The items used the 
program will drawn the mem- 
bers the panel from the mystery 
boxes. Contributors item suggest- 
ions which, the opinion the tele- 
vision audience, provide the best in- 
spiration for story will receive cash 
awards. 
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Films 


Young American Films, Inc., 
East 41st Street, New York City, has 
made number interesting an- 
nouncements concerning its fall 
schedule. This company has just an- 
nounced completion arrangements 
for the world-wide distribution 
their films outside the 
United States and Canada 
International Corporation. the 
case the McGraw-Hill Text-Films 
which recently began distri- 
buting global basis, the Young 
America films will have sound tracks 
made the world’s major languages. 
Where necessary, additional authori- 
ties given country will advise 
translation the commentary, and 
will also aid adapting its contents 
the teaching methods and customs 


the country. 


was pointed out In- 
ternational Corporation that the 
Young America series was selected 
for international distribution 
three-fold basis. the first place, 
each Young America film meets the 
highest standards production 
quality. Secondly, each subject was 
prepared under the auspies edu- 
cators world-renowned reputation. 
Thirdly, Young America films are 
especially suitable for world-wide use 
reason the universality the 
subject matter covered. 
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The announcement from Young 
America emphasizes the fact that the 
signing this agreement with 
for international distribution 
way alters present methods distri- 
buting Young America products 
the United States, Canada, Hawaii, 
Alaska, and Puerto Rico. 


the first part its new pro- 
duction schedule for 1948-49, Young 
America Films, Inc. announces the 
release and shipment August 
four new films its Elementary 
Science Series which have been 
planned under the guidance Dr. 
Gerald Craig. Unusual care and 
work have gone into the planning 
and production these films. They 
are the first their kind made es- 
pecially for the elementary school 
level, and they represent the result 
more than twelve months’ work 
planning and producing new footage 
and examining more than half 
million feet animal photography 
order obtain unique environmental 
scenes. 


Baby Animals-Made especially for 
the Primary Grades, and introducing 
such concepts growth patterns 
young animals, oviparous 
parous birth, and varying degrees 
dependence parental care. One 
reel, $40.00. 


How Animals Eat-Discusses the 
various ways which animals are 


‘ 
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adapted catch and eat their food. 
One reel, $40.00. 


How Animals Move 
the many different ways which 
animals are adapted move about 
their environment. One reel, $40.00. 


How Animals Defend Themselves 
—Discusses the various ways 
which animals are adapted defend 


and protect themselves. One reel, 
$40.00. 


From Coronet Instructional Films, 
Coronet Building, Chicago 
nois, comes news the release 
four outstanding films business 
and basic study skills fields. Find The 
Information. (One reel, sound, color 
black and white; Collaborator: 
John DeBoer, Ph. D., Professor 
Education, University Illinois 
and Editor Elementary English) 
teaches students how find reliable 
information quickly through this 
study many widely used indexes. 
With and Bob, who are preparing 
index atomic energy, students 
learn how use the library card file 
and such general reference sources 
The Guide, Who’s Who 
America, and the World Alamac... 
each invaluable aid efforts 
Find the Information. The film 
designed for use from the junior high 
through college levels. Building 
Outline (One reel, sound, color 


black and white; Collaborator: Wil- 
liam Brink, Ph. D., Professor 
Education, Northwestern University 
will invaluable aid students 
comprehensive reading, writing 
reports, every type study. 
junior high, senior high, and college 
students watch Jim carefully out- 
lining preparation for 
report, not only they learn about 
the mechanics outlining, but they 
understand well that this process 
reducing material organized 
list ideas logical order prac- 
tical, time-saving study help. 


Consumer Protection (One reel, 
sound, color black and white; Col- 
laborator: Elvin Eyster, Ph. D., 
Chairman, Department Business 
Education, Indiana University) dra- 
matically illustrates the practical value 
consumer services with compari- 
son the buying habits two fam- 
ilies, the Whites and the Kings. 
Harry White his wife, who buy 
everthing on. the superficial basis 
price and appearance alone, often 
find that made foolish pur- 
chases; but the Kings, who take ad- 
vantage the wealth information 
available from both government and 
private consumer services, are ade- 
quately protected their buying, and 
enjoy improved standard living. 
Bank and Credit (One reel, sound, 
color black and white; James Har- 
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vey Dodd, Ph. D., Professor Eco- 
nomics and Business Administration, 
Mary Washington College, Univer- 
sity Virginia) brings out the es- 
sential part commercial bank plays 
Nancy Wallace depositing money 
the bank, and Frank Hamilton writ- 
ing check withdraw money, 
come understand how their trans- 
actions relate the extension 
credit, and how each instrument 
credit contributes the function- 
ing our economic system. The film 
designed for use business and 
social studies courses. 


Each these new CORONET 
films one reel length and may 
secured through Purchase Lease- 
Purchase for $90 full color $45. 
black and white. They are also 
vailable through the nation’s leading 
film-lending libraries. For com- 
plete catalog further information 
purchase, lease-purchase, preview, 
rental sources, write the above 
address. 


Recordings 

Ira Marion, script writer for the 
American Broadcasting Company, 
has authored new record album 
starring actor Canada Lee narrator 
“Her Name Was Truth,” the true 
life story famous Negro woman. 
Born slave, Sojourner Truth man- 
aged buy her own freedom after 
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which she devoted the rest her 
life working for the freedom and 
uplift her people. Miss Truth died 
1883 the age 104. 


The album, which was scheduled 
for release October 10, was re- 
corded Stinson Records and fea- 
tures three platters, six sides. The 
Silver Tone Negro Choir provides 
the background music. 


RCA Victor has released new 
album, “Alice Wonderland,” fea- 
turing Eva Gallienne, Margaret 
Webster, Richard Waring, Hugh 
Franklin, and Bambi Linn. The story 
printed the album, with illustra- 
tions from the play. The five twelve- 
inch records constitute interesting 
work. 


Scripts 

The New York State Branch, 
United World Federalists, Inc., 
East 60th Street, New York 22, New 
York, offers novel radio script 
world government. The script ex- 
plains step step why the 
failing work and shows how world 
government will solve the problem 
world peace. 


The script written the form 
15-minute round table discus- 
sion for four speakers and chair- 
man. discussion guide accompanies 
the script that speakers may “ad 
lib” their remarks based the facts 
contained the script. 


ay 
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The script may used the air 
broadcast off the air in- 
formal discussion club meetings, 
community centers, school assemblies, 
and classrooms. Teachers current 
events, history, English, speech, and 
debating find the script special 
value. 


For free copy, write Gretta 
Baker, author the script and form- 
member the faculty New 
York University. Address Miss Baker 
the United World Federalists. 


The Radio Department the 
Society for the Prevention World 
War III, 515 Madison Avenue, New 
York 22, New York offers radio 
scripts which explore the prevention 
war. Questions answered this 
series are, “Are repeating the mis- 
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takes World War I?” “How can 
prevent third world war?” 


Each script complete 15-min- 
ute dramatization, high-lighting cur- 
rent developments world affairs 
with special emphasis the prob- 
lem Germany. Dialogue simply 
written for four five characters. 


The scripts may used off 
the air. They are especially effective 
program material for club meet- 
ings, school assemblies, radio work- 
shops, little theatres, and community 
centers. Teachers history, current 
events, English, speech, and dramatics 
will find the series helpful class- 
room work. 


For free copies, write the Radio 
Department, Society for the preven- 
tion World War 


STORIES AND POEMS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 


(Continued from Page 425) 


like repetition, often good idea fill the book shelves with 
the old favorite stories and poems, and then let the pupils choose the 
book for story time. Enjoyment may increased repetition the 
colorful striking words and phrases the story. 


When the story poetry period closed, should finished 
activity leaving “good” feeling. For whatever extra work and time 
the story period may require, the teacher richly rewarded when 


eager little boys and girls cry, again, teacher.” 
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The Educational Scene 


The Elementary Teachers Guide 
Free Curriculum Material ma- 
terials with Subject Title and Source 
Index. 


Children’s Needs the general 
theme for the 1948-49 issues 
Childhood Education. Each issue will 
develop some significant aspect 
emphasis ways which stimulate 
study and discussion. 


The September issue was focused 
the need for nurture and its basic 
bearing security and personality 
development. The October issue dealt 
with the kinds experiences chil- 
dren need and how they can 
helped use them meaningful. 
“Children Need Continuity” will 
developed articles the Novem- 
ber issue the need and method 
children’s learning the importance 
relationships through cooperative 
planning home, school, and society. 


Children’s Reading Service 
New York has announced new 
booklist and exhibit service for teach- 
ers and librarians. 


The new 1948-49 edition the 
Annotated List Books for Supple- 
mentary Reading (kg. Grade 9), 
edited Dorothy Kay Cadwallader, 
offered without charge any 
presents list over 1,000 children’s 
school teacher, librarian, principal 
who requests it. The 96-page catalog 
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books from publishers arranged 
topics and school grade levels. 


Exhibits books from the catalog 
are available either for Book Week 
display the time school library 
material selected. 

Copies the catalog and details 
about exhibits may obtained from 
the Children’s Reading Service, 106 
Beekman Street, New York 17, 


All books listed may secured 
regular discounts from the Chil- 
dren’s Reading Service. 

The Booklovers Map the Brit- 
ish Isles and other picture maps, 
posters, and display materials for 
Book Week aids including facsimile 
volumes early juvenile books, are 
available from Bowker Com- 
pany, West 45th Street, New York 
19, 

bibliography 140 titles sel- 
ected eight committees working 
booklists four categories, Prot- 
estant, Catholic, Jewish, and Good- 
will, was published connection 
with the sixth annual Religious Book 
Week observance, October 24-31. 


Single copies this and the 
manual suggestions, posters, and 
bookmarks can obtained without 
charge from the National Conference 
Christians and Jews, 381 Fourth 
Ave., New York 16, 


i 
p 
i 
a 
7 
| ( 
( 


THE EDUCATIONAL SCENE 


Books for Seventy- 
Five Cents Less, revision the 
pamphlet the same title compiled 
Mrs. Marion Grimes, gives classi- 
fication, price, and brief annotation 
for each book listed. useful biblio- 
graphy for home school library, 
contains indexes title, author 
and publisher. pages, price 35¢, 
lots more, 30¢. Order 
from: Association for Childhood 
Education, 1201 Sixteenth Street, 

Books Tell The Story, manual 
published the Children’s Book 
Council, West 45th Street, New 
York Y., for the 29th national 
Children’s Book 
Week, November 14-20, contains 
check list Book Week aids avail- 
able from the Council. Aids listed in- 
clude: 

1948 Book Week Poster Mar- 

for 


observance 


full color. 30¢ each; 
$1.00; for $2.50. 

1948 Book Marks yellow and 
dark blue. 134 inches carry- 
ing reproductions 1948 Book 
Week poster. 1,000 for $2.50. 
Selected List Books for Boys 
and Girls, pages, each. 
cords, each featuring nationally 


known authority speaking 
books for children. Suitable for 
special audiences local radio 
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broadcasts. $3.00 each, playing 
time Mins. The Joys Reading, 
Frederick Melcher; Children 
and Books, May Lamberton Beck- 
er; The Story Book Week, 
Mary Gould Davis. 


1948 Display Captions, set 
twelve cards inches wide 
inches deep, yellow and 
dark blue, carrying the twelve 
themes. one set 
$1.25. 


The Council will also supply in- 


sets for 


formation and suggestions for com- 
munity Book Fairs for the celebration 
Book Week. 


The Children’s Book Council Cal- 
endar, issued quarterly, will sent 
free request those not already 
its mailing lists. 


The Junior Literary Guild selec- 
tions for the month November, 
1948, are: for boys and girls and 
years age, Riding The Rails, 
written and illustrated Elizabeth 
Olds, Houghton, Mifflin, $2.50; for 
boys and girls 10, and years 
age: Riding Days, Marjorie 
Oliver, Westminster Press, $2.50; for 
older girls, years age: 
Laurel, Anne Emery, 
Putnam’s Sons, $2.50; for older 
boys, years age: The Mys- 
tery Lost Valley, Manly Wade 
Wellman, Thomas Nelson Sons, 
$2.50 


and 


The brief reviews this issue were 
written Elizabeth Guilfoile, Dor- 
othy Smith, Bernardine 
Hannah Lindahl, and Celia 
Stendler, Unsigned annotations are 
the editor. 


For the Teacher 


The Teaching Reading the Ele- 
mentary School. Paul McKee. 
Houghton Mifflin, $3.60. 

Mr. McKee has undertaken 
this new volume embody the more 
recent thinking the field read- 
ing instruction. The book addressed 
the classroom teacher, for whom 
wealth practical suggestions are 
provided. The general point view 
middle-of-the road. 


Education for All American Children. 
the Educational Policies Com- 
mission. National Education As- 
sociation, 1948. 

tion for All American Youth, pub- 
lished 1944. The report follows 
the pattern the earlier book de- 
scribing modern elementary school 
program for the rural community and 
for larger urban centers. Special chap- 
ters deal with the Curriculum, the 
Staff, the Administration, and school 
—community relations. 
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Children’s Audiograms Relation 
Reading Attainment. 
Henry. Reprinted from the Jour- 
nal Genetic Psychology, Vol. 
(1947), 211-231, and Vol. 71, 
3-48, 49-65. 

Research workers the field 
reading will interested this care- 
ful, detailed study the relation be- 
tween auditory acuity and reading 
ability. general, Dr. Henry found 
that hearing loss the higher fre- 
quencies cause reading defi- 
ciency, but warns that conclusions 
can drawn from her findings that 
such hearing loss direct cause 
individual cases. 


For Early Adolescents 
Eagle Guatemala. Justo Rufino 


Barrios. Alice Raine. Harcourt, 

Brace, $2.50. 

Barrios, born 1835, was 
Guatemala what Bolivar was South 
America, Juarez Mexico, and Lin- 
coln the United States. fought 
and died liberate his people from 
injustice and tyranny. accom- 
plished much, but his dreams 
union the Central American coun- 
tries yet realized. Mrs. Raine 
lived Guatemala for five years and 
has succeeded giving real feeling 
for the country well clear and 
sympathetic picture its people. 
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Her book will help junior and senior 
high school students understand 
these neighbors the south. 


The Divided Heart. Mina Lewi- 
ton. Illustrations Howard Si- 
mon. David McKay, $2.50. 

Julie heart was indeed 
divided when her mother and father 
were divorced. With tact and under- 
standing the theme has been devel- 
oped show love and loyalty 
both parents. Julie grows mentally 
and emotionally she adapts herself 
her new way life. Her horizons 
widen she learns find happiness 
new activities and new places. 
spite the seriousiness the sub- 
ject-matter the book has sparkling 
gaiety that high school girls will en- 
joy. 


Lent. Macmillan, $2.50. 

Good closeup pictures James 
Walsh add the value this 
book for readers Junior High 
School age. day the making 
newspaper begins with the rather 
routine beat the newest reporter 
the staff small city daily. The 
day ends with the printed paper 
the hands the carrier his way 
with his afternoon load the home- 
edition. 


For dramatic interest the reader 
learns what happens the editorial 
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offices, the engraving shop, and the 
big pressrooms when plane crashes 
the local airport and the front page 
the paper has torn and 
re-set carry the story. 


Carefully outlined also are the 
special departments the newspaper, 
such the work the sports re- 
porter and the society and club 
editor. Glimpses into the work 
the linotypers, the advertising solici- 
tors, and into the circulation depart- 
ment reveal the variety tasks that 
the publication newspaper de- 
mands. 


Perhaps that the first value 
the book, the study vocations 
the Junior Senior High School. 
Many teachers will wish use it, 
however, connection with group 
excursions newspaper plants. 

The Disappearing Dolls. Margaret 

Irwin Simmons. Vicky Lee 

mystery. Thomas Crowell, 

$2.00. 

Vickey Lee, cub reporter 
Franklin, Ohio, wrote feature story 
about her dolls. And what 
surprising train events followed! 
But Vickey worked her way through 
phony doll-collectors, ne’er-do-wells, 
jewel thieves, and embezzlers 
highly satisfactory finish. the 
kind story that teen-agers like. 

D.E. 


For the Middle Grades 
Club Small Men. Cohn Mc- 

Phee. John Day, $2.00. 

This story children Asia and 
their interest music shows how 
rhythm and melody add the fun 
the Balinese boys the villages. The 
tale told real participant 
the activities. made attractive 
format effective black and white 
photos which are startling detail, 
not weighty with it. For late pri- 


The Theft the Golden Ring. 
Isabelle Lawrence. Bobbs Merrill. 
Atia and Gaius, niece and nephew 

Julius Caesar, become involved 

Roman conspiracy, and later suf- 

fered shipwreck when they went 

treasure hunt old Pompeii. 
The story employs the same char- 

acters which appear the 

earlier story, “The Gift the Golden 

Cup.” Young readers, with good 

background ancient history, may 

appreciate the details life and cus- 

tom which are skillfully woven 

through adventurous story. 

Beno, the Riverburg Mayor. Glenn 
Blough. Illustrated John 
Cuir. Henry Holt, $2.25. 

For many years the villagers 
Riverburg have been late their 
work, all because the fact that the 
Mayor refuses all pleas for town 
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clock. This refusal only one the 
many deficiencies the ad- 
ministration. Finally, desperation, 
the eight council members confront 
the Mayor with his record ineffi- 
ciency and challenge him take 
each their respective jobs for day. 
this point the hilarity begins. 
continues with increasing momentum 
until the very end the book. 


Boys and girls the middle 
grades will have many hearty chuckles 
over this amusing story with its ap- 


And The Duchess. Edward 
Fenton. Illustrated Reisie 
Lonette. Doubleday, $2.00. 

The Duchess was handsome 
English setter. Muggsy Evans saw her 
first, but his older brother Joel loved 
her most. all the lively events 
the Evans family the Duchess plays 
part. was their sister Ellen, study- 
ing for the ballet New York, who 
finally solved the mystery who 
the Duches? How did she get here? 
Why she gun-shy? The story 
fresh and well-written. Both boys and 
girls are likely enjoy for many 


years. 


For Younger Children 
Mr. and Mrs. Noah. Lois Lenski. 

Illustrated. Thomas Crowell, 

$1.00. 

The story Noah and the Ark 
told such way that has time- 
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less quality. The reader meets the 
Noah family simply and informally, 
watches the building the Ark, sees 
the animals going aboard, observes 
the daily routine the Ark and wit- 
nesses the happy ending. mention 
made the reasons for the flood. 


The pre-school child will enjoy 
Mr. and Mrs. Noah interesting 
tale about family. Primary children 
will delight the simple text, which 
they can read themselves. The small 
size the book and the clear-cut pic- 
tures add the charm this wel- 
come addition Lois long 
list successful publications for 
children. CBS. 


Little Fu. Story and pictures Ray- 
mond Creekmore. Macmillan, 
$2.00. 

Little goes down the Min 
River with his father who taking 
three boatloads tea Foochow. 
The story written simple prose 
consisting mainly words one 
syllable. The illustrations are striking 
photographs either full-page 
double spread. For the picture-book 
age, for children learning read. 
sturdily bound tan cloth. 


Such Kind World. Mabel Leigh 
Hunt. Illustrated Edna Potter. 
Story Parade Picture Book. 
Grosset Dunlap, cents. 


The management said that Nellie, 
the old horse, had outlived her use- 
fulness the Orphans’ Home, and 
decided sell her down the river 
the glue factory. Then the children 
took hand; they loved Nellie. The 
editor the local newspaper ran 
story about her and plenty warm- 
hearted people came her rescue. 
The illustrations soft color are ap- 
pealing. Little children and those be- 
ginning read will rejoice with the 


orphans. 


Child’s Garden Verses. Ro- 
bert Louis Stevenson. Illustrated 
Steffie Lerch. Wilcox and 
Follett, $:60. 


This book represents still another 
edition the ever-popular Robert 
Louis poems for children. 
The selection poems many 
ways happy one. Verses such 
“The Lamplighter,” which tell ac- 
tivities—of gone days and which 
are difficult for young children un- 
derstand and enjoy, have been deleted 
from this addition, and songs 
children’s Wind,” 
“Bed Summer,” “The Swing,” “The 
are ageless char- 
acter, have been included. One ques- 
tions, however, why certain poems 
are retained. Those which are ob- 
viously upper class with their refer- 
ence “Nurse” and “Nursie,” 
which give children the idea that 
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everything nice Christian 
world, incorporate young 
mind the notion that the child 
who not clean and neat also poor, 
might easily have been omitted from 
this otherwise satisfactory edition. 

Jimmy Text Jane 

Miller. Photographs Gogo 

Givens. Vanguard, $1.25. 

Jimmy Jumparound six-year 
old with vivid imagination who 
lives his own world pirate, 
jockey, farmer, fisherman, pilot, cow- 
boy, and Indian. full-page photo- 
graph shows him each role. 
slight book bound boards. 
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Wonderful Story Book. Margaret 
Wise Brown. Pictures 
Miller. Simon and Schuster, $1.50. 
This “Big Golden Book Special” 

will delight both the young children 
and their parents and teachers. The 
forty two charming stories and 
poems, lavishly illustrated color 
well black and white, will ir- 
resistible young readers who can 
make their own explorations the 
printed page and boys and girls 
who look forward the moment 
when teachers parents read aloud 
them. The large page size will add 
the appeal. 


SILVER 


45 East 17th St. 
NEW YORK 


221 E. 20th St. 
CHICAGO 


Now that children can read, 
give them good reading for sheer enjoyment and enrich- 
ment.... later life they will trace their love reading 
and taste for good literature back 


RDETT 


Stories Remember 


program literature for the intermediate grades, com- 


piled Bennett, Dowse, and Edmonds 


With guides that will help the teacher create 
children love and taste for the treasures literature. 


COMPANY 


707 Browder St. 
DALLAS 


709 Mission St. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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Classroom Product 


Classroom Teachers 


FOR DAILY USE 


Superbly planned and organized. 
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Skillfully motivated. Purposeful, systematic coverage 
skills. Complete workbooks and manuals accompany. 


BOOK COMPANY 


WORLD 


Yonkers-on-Hudson New York 


~_ 


2126 Prairie Ave., Chicago 


INTERMEDIATE GRADES 


LITERARY CONSCIOUSNESS 


Literary appreciation inter- 


THE EMERALD BOOK 


THE SUNSHINE BOOK 


THE BLUE SKY BOOK 


THE FIRELIGHT BOOK 


MANUALS ACTIVITY 


mediate grade level through 
consistent reading the best 
that has been written for chil- 
dren—such the objective 
these inviting literary readers. 


BOOKS 


SON 


easy way arouse 
children’s interest in... 


Our Growing World 


Lucy Sprague Mitchell 
and Others 


Attractive and easy read, this series 

social studies readers for the lower grades 

designed give children understanding 
the world about them. These 

books contain valuable information 
interesting story form and develop rich 
social studies vocabulary. Children will enjoy 
these beautifully illustrated stories 

different people and places. Each book 


companied Teachers Guide. 


Book FARM AND CITY Mitchell, Brown Verbeck 
Book ANIMALS, PLANTS, AND MACHINES Mitchell 


Brown Verbeck 


Book OUR COUNTRY Mitchell, Stall Snyder 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO 
ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO 
DALLAS LONDON 


‘ 
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SALLY TAIT 
By Fronces Clorke 
Eileen Evons 
1913 was especially happy year for 
nine-year-old Sally Texas. 


THE PALOMINO BOY 

By Don and Betty Embien 

Mexican boy with his dog and horse 

growing Palomino Valley. 
$2.00 


THE CHESTRY OAK 

Written 

by Kate Seredy 

Plucky young Michael leaves his castle 
Hungary for American farm. 


BROTHER MIKE 


By Doris Gotes 
Myustreted by Wesley Dennis 
Happiness comes last lonely Billy 


Evans and his terrier pup Lucky. 

Ages $2.50 
ONCE COWBOY 
By Chertes M. Martin 
Spoiled Randy becomes real cowboy after 
summer the Hi-Ho Ranch. 

$2.00 
BLUE SPRING FARM 
Claire Bishop 
unusual summer spent camping and 
studying piano the Pennsylvania hills. 

Ages 


DUSTY THE DOUBLE SEVEN 

By Grohom Deon 

Mestrated by John Mariani 

modern Western with 

plenty action.” Library Journal 
High School $2.00 

THE LONG PORTAGE 

By Herbert Best 

School Age $2.50 


VIKING 


JUNIOR BOOKS 


BLUEBERRIES FOR SAL 

By Robert McCloskey 

What happens when Little Sal and Little 

Bear blueberrying the same hill. 
$2.00 

FISH THE AIR 

By Kurt Wiese 


simple story and very funny. Brilliantly 
York Times $2.00 


THE ANGELS’ ALPHABET 

By Hilde von Stockum 

Charming verses and pictures about vir- 
tues, angels, and Bible figures. $1.50 
LITTLE OLD AUTOMOBILE 

By Marie Hall Ets 

About stubborn little automobile who 
wanted the whole road 


MR. TOPPLE’S WISH 


By Audrey Chaimers 

gay, happy story with balloons, four-leaf 

clovers, runaway horse. $1.50 

WITH 

FLIP FLOP 

By Helen Gerrett 

Mbestrated by Gerry MacKenzie 

Bears and children swing the rings 

wonderful barn. Ages 6-9 $2.00 

ROBBUT: TALE TAILS 

Written 

Robert Lowson 

Rabbit Hill rabbit who wants any but 
own. Ages6-10 $2.50 


SAM AND THE SUPERDROOP 

Written and Munro 
frothy tonic for children with comic- 
Ages 


THE TWENTY-ONE BALLOONS 

and 

by William Péne du Bois 

John Newbery Medal, 1948. “Extraordi- 
nary story that will claimed every 


see 5 
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COUNTRIES 


PANCAKES-PARIS 

By Claire Huchet Bishop 

Ilwstrated by Georges Schreiber 

Friendship between two and the 

Dumont family postwar France. 
$2.00 


THE DOLLS’ HOUSE 
By Rumer Godden 
Mlustreted by Dene Saintsbury 
memorable book for children the fa- 
mous English novelist. $2.50 


CANADIAN SUMMER 

Written and 

van 

Outdoor adventures and family fun this 

sequel the much-loved 
Ages 


DAUGHTER THE MOUNTAINS 

By Lovise Renkin 

Ages 9-12 $2.50 


England... 
THE WITCH 


SCRAPFAGGOT GREEN 

By Potricia Gordon 

Mestrated by William Péne de Bois 

“Made order for all who get kick out 

$2.50 

NORWAY 

By Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 

Mestrated by Eyvind Earle 

“Norway from the Vikings the 


life lovingly and beautifully.” 
MATHEWS Ages 12-15 


free illustrated catalogue JUNIOR 
East 48th Street, New York 
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Cincinnati Adopts for Grades 


THE GINN BASIC READERS 


for Co-Basal use 


Here’s new addition the many cities and towns all over 
America that are using the new GINN BASIC 
nati has adopted these outstanding readers for co-basal use for five 
years, for Grades through 


wonder the tide GINN BASIC READER adoptions 
mounting and up! These readers are the word up-to-date 
reading instruction. Easy, simple and natural style, they make 
teaching easy, and learning 


Charming stories and delightful pictures make these new readers 
fascinating children. 


The GINN BASIC READERS through Grade are ready. The 
authors are David Russell, Ousley, Grace Haynes, Gret- 
chen Wulfing, Doris Gates and Constance 
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